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Exhibit 99(a)

NEWS RELEASE

Cliffs Natural Resources Board Elects Two New Directors
Andres Ricardo Gluski and Richard A. Ross to Join Company’s Board

CLEVELAND – Jan. 11, 2011 – Cliffs Natural Resources Inc. (NYSE: CLF) (Paris: CLF) announced today that the Board of Directors has elected
Andres Ricardo Gluski, 53, executive vice president and chief operating officer of The AES Corporation (NYSE: AES), and Richard A. Ross, 53,
former chairman and chief executive officer of Inmet Mining Corporation (TSX: IMN), to the Board. The appointments are effective immediately. With
the additions of Messrs. Gluski and Ross, Cliffs’ Board will increase to a total of 13 directors.

Joseph Carrabba, Cliffs’ chairman, president and chief executive officer, said: “I am extremely enthusiastic that both Andres and Richard are joining
Cliffs’ Board. With our increased international exposure, we need experienced executives who will enhance our global perspective. Andres’ background
in international finance and economics, along with his knowledge of the power industry, will be extremely helpful going forward. Likewise, Richard
brings an in-depth understanding of the mining industry, having gained experience in various metals and geographic regions around the world, including
Canada, where we are increasingly active in executing our growth strategies.”

Biographical information follows:

Andres Ricardo Gluski 
Andres Ricardo Gluski is the executive vice president and chief operating officer of The AES Corporation, one of the world’s larges�l�easih�fo o�A. Ross, 5 oft rd. n 
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www.cliffsnaturalresources.com/Investors/Pages/default.aspx?b=1041&1=1

“Safe Harbor” Statement under the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995

This news release contains predictive statements that are intended to be made as “forward-looking” within the safe harbor protections of the Private
Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Although the Company believes that its forward-looking statements are based on reasonable assumptions,
such statements are subject to risk and uncertainties.

Actual results may differ materially from such statements for a variety of reasons; availability of capital equipment and component parts; availability of
float capacity; ability to maintain adequate liquidity and our ability to access capital markets; changes in the financial condition of our partners and/or
customers; rejection of major contracts and/or venture agreements by customers and/or participants under provisions of the U.S. Bankruptcy Code or
similar statutes in other countries; events or circumstances that could impair or adversely impact the viability of a mine and the carrying value of
associated assets; inability to achieve expected production levels; reductions in current resource estimates; impacts of increasing governmental
regulation including failure to recsȐi
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