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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20549

FORM 8-K
CURRENT REPORT

Pursuant to Section 13 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934

   
Date of Report (Date of Earliest Event Reported):  April 10, 2009

Cliffs Natural Resources Inc. 
__________________________________________
(Exact name of registrant as specified in its charter)

   
Ohio 1-8944 34-1464672

_____________________
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_____________
(Commission

______________
(I.R.S. Employer
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200 Public Square, Suite 3300, Cleveland, Ohio  44114-2315
_________________________________
(Address of principal executive offices)

 ___________
(Zip Code)

   
Registrant’s telephone number, including area code:  216-694-5700

Not Applicable 
______________________________________________

Former name or former address, if changed since last report

 

Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under any of the following provisions:

[  ]  Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)
[  ]  Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)
[  ]  Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))
[  ]  Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))
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Item 8.01 Other Events.

Cliffs Natural Resources Inc. published a news release on April 10, 2009 as follows:

Cliffs Natural Resources Inc. Takes Actions to Reduce Metallurgical Coal Production

CLEVELAND — April 10, 2009 — Cliffs Natural Resources Inc. (NYSE: CLF) (Paris: CLF), citing a continuing softness in the demand for metallurgical coal used by the steel
industry, announced that it is taking a number of steps at its mines in West Virginia and Alabama to align its 2009 production with customer demand.

In West Virginia, its wholly owned subsidiary Pinnacle Mining Company, LLC ("Pinnacle"), has indefinitely idled its Green Ridge No. 1 mine. In addition, its Pinnacle mine
will halt production beginning on April 13 for approximately two months. Layoffs associated with the idling of the Green Ridge No. 1 mine and reduced operations at the
Pinnacle Prep Plant affect 90 employees. The production curtailment at the Pinnacle mine will affect approximately 200 employees. 

Operating levels at Cliffs’ wholly owned Alabama subsidiary Oak Grove Resources, LLC, will also be reduced, resulting in the layoff of about 65 employees at its Oak Grove
mine and Concord Prep Plant. 

"We are making these production adjustments due to the reduced demand for metallurgical coal in the United States and throughout the world," said Don Gallagher, president of
Cliffs Natural Resources North American Business Unit. "As we go forward, we will continue to review our operating levels to ensure that we balance our production and
inventory with customer demand."

These production adjustments will put the current 2009 annual operating rate at approximately 2.2 million tons.

The Pinnacle, Green Ridge No. 1 and Oak Grove mines produce metallurgical coal for the steel industry. Metallurgical coal demand has been reduced as the steel industry has
cut back production in the face of the global economic slowdown. 

To be added to Cliffs Natural Resources’ e-mail distribution list, please click on the link below:
http://www.cpg-llc.com/clearsite/clf/emailoptin.html
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(216) 334-6366



Top of the Form

SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the undersigned hereunto duly
authorized.

     
  Cliffs Natural Resources Inc.
      
April 13, 2009  By:  Traci L. Forrester 
    
    Name: Traci L. Forrester
    Title: Assistant Secretary


