




million revolving credit facility (all of which is undrawn) to supplement the all-cash acquisition.

BACKGROUND ON PORTMAN MINING LIMITED

Portman Limited, an independent iron ore mining and exploration company, is Australia’s third largest producer of iron ore. The company services the Asian iron ore markets
with direct-shipping fines and lump ore from its 100%-owned Koolyanobbing Iron Ore Project, and its 50% joint-venture interest in the Cockatoo Island Iron Ore Project, both
located in Western Australia. Portman’s current annualized production is approximately six million tons per year and it currently has an A$55 million project underway that is
expected to increase production to eight million tons per year by 2006. The expanded level of production is fully committed to steel companies in China and Japan for the next
several years.

Portman’s reserves currently total 94.6 million tonnes, with the Koolyanobbing Project slated to produce for the next 13 years. Additionally, Portman has an active exploration
program underway to increase reserves. Portman’s revenues for the year ended December 31, 2004, are estimated to be approximately A$200 million, or approximately US$156
million. 
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