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                                                                       Exhibit 5

                                  August 3, 1999

Cleveland-Cliffs Inc
1100 Superior Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio  44114-2589

    Re:  1992 Incentive Equity Plan (As Amended and Restated as of May 13, 1997)
         As Amended as of May 11, 1999
         -----------------------------------------------------------------------

Ladies and Gentlemen:

         We have acted as counsel for Cleveland-Cliffs Inc, an Ohio corporation
(the "Registrant"), in connection with the Cleveland-Cliffs Inc 1992 Incentive
Equity Plan (As Amended and Restated as of May 13, 1997) As Amended as of May
11, 1999 (the "Plan"). We have examined such documents, records and matters of
law as we have deemed necessary for purposes of this opinion, and based
thereupon, we are of the opinion that:

         1.      The Registrant's Common Shares, par value $1.00 per share
                 ("Common Shares") that may be issued or transferred and sold
                 pursuant to the Plan and the authorized forms of agreement
                 thereunder (the "Agreements") will be, when issued or
                 transferred and sold in accordance with the Plan and such
                 Agreements, duly authorized, validly issued, fu��a      edth e   ary s-    
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                                                                  Exhibit 23(a)

                         CONSENT OF INDEPENDENT AUDITORS

We consent to the incorporation by reference in the Registration Statement (Form
S-8) pertaining to the Cleveland-Cliffs Inc 1992 Incentive Equity Plan (As
Amended and Restated as of May 13, 1997) As Amended as of May 11, 1999 of our
report dated January 29, 1999, with respect to the consolidated financial
statements and schedule of Cleveland-Cliffs Inc and consolidated subsidiaries
included in its Annual Report (Form 10-K) for the year ended December 31, 1998,
filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission.

                                                           /s/ ERNST & YOUNG LLP

Cleveland, Ohio
July 30, 1999

                               Page 6 of 7 Pages




