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Exhibit A

Casablanca Capital Blasts Cliffs Board for Fabrications, Material Omissions
And Mischaracterization of Facts

Believes Cliffs’ Entrenched, Incompetent Directors Will do Anything in Attempt to Cling to Their Thrones
Vote the GOLD Card to Ensure Positive Change for Shareholders

New York — June 23, 2014 — Casablanca Capital LP, (“Casablanca”) the beneficial owner of approximately 5.2% of Cliffs Natural Resources Inc. (NYSE: CLF), today issued a
statement in connection with the Company’s upcoming 2014 Annual Meeting of Shareholders on July 29, 2014.

Donald Drapkin, Chairman of Casablanca said, “Today’s assertions by Cliffs’ Directors include serious material omissions regarding our settlement discussions, grossly
overstate their own achievements and mischaracterize Casablanca’s objectives and other critical facts. The claim by Cliffs that Casablanca has indicated it intends to hold its
investment in Cliffs for only 18 months is a complete fabrication. This entrenched, incompetent Board has become a refuge for failed CEOs and we believe these Directors will

say and do anything as they attempt to cling to their thrones. The Directors are focused on their own interests at the expense of shareholders, cannot be entrusted to lead Cliffs
and do not deserve a single vote after having destroyed $9 billion of value.”

A Majority of Cliffs’ Current Board Presided Over an 85% Decline in Value
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Casablanca’s independent, knowledgeable and experienced Director nominees intend to guide Cliffs for the benefit of all shareholders. Casablanca urges all shareholders to vote
their shares FOR Casablanca’s independent nominees on the GOLD proxy card.

Shareholders who have any questions or require assistance in submitting the GOLD proxy card are encouraged to contact Okapi Partners at (212) 297-0720 or (877) 274-8654
(toll-free), or to visit www.fixcliffs.com for further information.






Investor Contacts:

Okapi Partners

Bruce H. Goldfarb/Patrick McHugh/Lydia Mulyk
212-297-0720

CASABLANCA CAPITAL LP, DONALD G. DRAPKIN AND DOUGLAS TAYLOR (COLLECTIVELY, “CASABLANCA") HAVE FILED WITH THE SECURITIES
AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION (THE “SEC”) A DEFINITIVE PROXY STATEMENT AND ACCOMPANYING FORM OF PROXY CARD TO BE USED IN
CONNECTION WITH THE SOLICITATION OF PROXIES FROM STOCKHOLDERS OF CLIFFS NATURAL RESOURCES INC. (THE "COMPANY") IN
CONNECTION WITH THE COMPANY'S 2014 ANNUAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS. ALL STOCKHOLDERS OF THE COMPANY ARE ADVISED TO READ
THE DEFINITIVE PROXY STATEMENT AND OTHER DOCUMENTS RELATED TO THE SOLICITATION OF PROXIES BY CASABLANCA, ROBERT P. FISHER,
JR., CELSO LOURENCO GONCALVES, PATRICE E. MERRIN, JOSEPH RUTKOWSKI AND GABRIEL STOLIAR (COLLECTIVELY, THE "PARTICIPANTS")
BECAUSE THEY CONTAIN IMPORTANT INFORMATION, INCLUDING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION RELATED TO THE PARTICIPANTS. THE DEFINITIVE
PROXY STATEMENT AND AN ACCOMPANYING PROXY CARD HAVE BEEN FURNISHED TO SOME OR ALL OF THE COMPANY'S STOCKHOLDERS AND
ARE, ALONG WITH OTHER RELEVANT DOCUMENTS, AVAILABLE AT NO CHARGE ON THE SEC'S WEB SITE AT HTTP://WWW.SEC.GOV. IN ADDITION,
OKAPI PARTNERS LLC, CASABLANCA'S PROXY SOLICITOR, WILL PROVIDE COPIES OF THE DEFINITIVE PROXY STATEMENT AND ACCOMPANYING
PROXY CARD WITHOUT CHARGE UPON REQUEST BY CALLING (212) 297-0720 OR TOLL-FREE AT (877) 274-8654.

INFORMATION ABOUT THE PARTICIPANTS AND A DESCRIPTION OF THEIR DIRECT OR INDIRECT INTERESTS BY SECURITY HOLDINGS IS CONTAINED
IN THE DEFINITIVE PROXY STATEMENT ON SCHEDULE 14A FILED BY CASABLANCA WITH THE SEC ON JUNE 12, 2014. THIS DOCUMENT CAN BE
OBTAINED FREE OF CHARGE FROM THE SOURCES INDICATED ABOVE.



